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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  State Board of Education 
 
FROM:   Lisa M. Hansknecht, Director, Office of State and Federal Relations 

 
SUBJECT:  State and Federal Legislative Update 

 
 
STATE UPDATE 

 
House and Senate session will continue through December 15th and then recess 

until the Constitutional start date of January 11th. 
 
Anti-Bullying Legislation enrolled – HB 4163 (Rep. Potvin) 

Just before the Thanksgiving break, the House passed their version of an anti-
bullying bill (with a vote of 88-18).  This version was very much in line with what 

the State Board of Education (SBE) had previously supported that was developed 
with the Office of Civil Rights.  On the first day back from that break, the Senate 
wasted no time in moving the bill through (with a vote of 35-2) and sending it on to 

the Governor.  The Governor is expected to sign it.   
 

The bill is a comprehensive anti-bullying bill that requires local districts to have a 
policy.  The policy must prohibit bullying.  Further, the policy must: 

 Address bullying regardless of reason or animus,  

 Require there be someone assigned to ensure implementation of the policy at 
the schools,  

 Ensure prompt investigations, 
 Include protocols for false accusations, and  
 Develop public awareness of the policy as well as the consequences, 

procedures and appropriate staff.   
The bill also included language encouraging districts to form bullying prevention 

task forces involving staff and parents; develop training for administrators, 
employers, and volunteers; and programs for students and parents on identifying, 
responding to and reporting incidents of bullying.   

 
The bill addresses cyber bullying by including behavior through telecommunication 

devices owned or under the control of the school district. 
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The legislation is available online:  http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-HB-

4163.  I greatly appreciate the Board’s work on this issue. 
 

House Education Committee – Chair and Membership 
Both the chair and some members of the House Education Committee changed 
recently.   

 
The new chair is Representative Tom McMillin (R-45 Rochester Hills).   Per his vitae, 

Representative McMillin is serving his second term in the House.  He has a 
bachelor’s degree in accounting/economics from the University of Michigan.  
Representative McMillin is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) business owner and 

has experience as a chief financial officer for a diverse range of corporate clients, as 
well as a former Oakland County commissioner, a former Auburn Hills City Council 

member, and the former mayor of Auburn Hills.  
 
The following is a list of the current committee members: 

Tom McMillin (R), Committee Chair, 45th District 
Thomas B. Hooker (R), Majority Vice-Chair, 77th District 

Hugh D. Crawford (R), 38th District 
Ray A. Franz (R), 101st District 

Kurt Heise (R), 20th District 
Aric Nesbitt (R), 80th District 
Margaret E. O'Brien (R), 61st District 

Amanda Price (R), 89th District 
Deb Lynn Shaughnessy (R), 71st District 

Ken Yonker (R), 72nd District 
Lisa Posthumus Lyons (R), 86th District* 
Jon Bumstead (R), 100th District* 

Lisa Brown (D), Minority Vice-Chair, 39th District 
George T. Darany (D), 15th District 

Lisa Howze (D), 2nd District 
Rudy Hobbs (D), 35th District 
David Rutledge (D), 54th District 

Thomas Stallworth III (D), 8th District 
Douglas A. Geiss (D), 22nd District  

 
* indicates new member 
 

Parent Empowerment Education Reform Package - UPDATE  
The House Education Committee reported an H-4 substitute for Senate Bill 618 

which eliminates the cap on the number of university-sponsored charters, as well as 
a great many other changes.  The bill was reported on a vote of 11-5 with 1 
member absent.  A new analysis should be posted shortly that summarizes the 

changes made by the Committee.  http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-
0618  

 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-HB-4163
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-HB-4163
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=045
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=077
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=038
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=101
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=020
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=080
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=061
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=089
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=071
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=072
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=086
http://www.gophouse.com/welcome.asp?District=100
http://039.housedems.com/
http://015.housedems.com/
http://002.housedems.com/
http://035.housedems.com/
http://054.housedems.com/
http://008.housedems.com/
http://022.housedems.com/
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0618
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0618
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As noted previously, the Committee now will begin addressing the other bills in this 
package related to cyber charter schools (SB 619), conversion schools (SB 620), 

shared time (SB 621), and dual enrollment opportunities (SBs 622, 623, 709 and 
710) .  The entire package should be completed and sent to the Governor’s desk by 

the December holiday break.  Copies of the bills as-passed-the-Senate are available 
online:  

 http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0619  

 http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0620  
 http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0621 

 http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0622 (this includes both 622 
and 623) 

 http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0709 (this includes both 709 

and 710) 
 

NOTE: 
On November 21, 2011, the State Board of Education’s Legislative Committee 
recommended that the full State Board of Education approve the following 

regarding cyber schools legislation: 
 

The State Board supports additional proposed virtual schools only upon satisfying 
the following conditions: 

1) Review of two (2) years of performance data from the two current virtual 
schools as required by the current law; and 
2) Clear plans and capacity to implement these schools; for holding virtual 

schools to the same requirements for student achievement, growth, and 
outcomes as all public schools; and for full participation in school 

accountability, data collection, and assessment systems. 
 
New Subcommittee or Task Force of the House Education Committee 

Chairman McMillin announced that he will be appointing a subcommittee or 
taskforce to look at the quality of all public schools across the state (not just 

traditional public schools, strict discipline academies, public school academies, 
university schools, or public cyber charter schools, etc.).  The creation of this and 
its membership is expected before the Holiday break.  No further detail is available 

at this time. 
 

Supplemental Appropriations for Creation of the Office of Great Start 
The Senate passed the supplemental appropriation bill (HB 5014) mentioned in last 
month’s report. The bill includes a number of supplemental appropriations for 

various departments; specific to education, it addresses the creation of the Office of 
Great Start and movement of some offices and programs from the Department of 

Human Services to the Michigan Department of Education by Executive Order 2011-
8.  While the House apparently has expressed concern about the number of 
additional appropriations in this bill, the bill is still likely to pass the House and 

move to the Governor’s office prior to the December holidays. 
 

Baccalaureate Degrees at Community Colleges – HB 4496 (Rep. Walsh) 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0619
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0620
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0621
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0622
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2011-SB-0709
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Senate Education Committee heard testimony on HB 4496 as–passed-the-House 
(Rep. Walsh).  The bill would amend the Community College Act to revise the 

prohibition that prevents community colleges from granting baccalaureate degrees. 
The bill would allow community colleges to grant a bachelor of science in nursing 

degree, or any baccalaureate degree in cement technology, maritime technology, 
energy production technology, or culinary arts.  
 

A community college could not operate a program that granted a bachelor of 
science in nursing degrees, however, unless the Michigan Board of Nursing 

approved the program. 
 
It is unclear if the intent is to report this bill in the coming weeks. 

 
 

FEDERAL UPDATE 
 
In November, three hearings related to education were held in Washington, D.C., in 

both the U.S. House and the U.S. Senate. 
 

The Higher Education and Workforce Training Subcommittee of the House Education 
and the Workforce Committee held a hearing on November 30th titled “Keeping 

College Within Reach: Discussing Ways Institutions Can Streamline Costs and 
Reduce Tuition.”  The materials supporting this hearing are available online and the 
archived webcast will be added to the site soon. 

 http://edworkforce.house.gov/Calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=270118  
 

On November 16th, the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and 
Secondary Education of that same committee held a hearing titled, "Education 
Research: Identifying Effective Programs to Support Students and Teachers."   This 

earlier hearing on research already is available via archived webcast along with 
copies of opening statements, witness lists, etc.   

 http://edworkforce.house.gov/Calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=268095 
 
Finally, the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee held a 

hearing titled, “Beyond NCLB: Views on the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Reauthorization Act.”  This hearing is available online and includes opening 

statements by members and testimony from several stakeholders.  Please note: 
when you go to the webcast, the actual hearing begins just over 18 minutes into 
the archived broadcast (18:07). 

 http://help.senate.gov/hearings/hearing/?id=5e9041da-5056-9502-5d90-
8361a1908701  

 
 
I hope this information is helpful to you.  If you have any questions or concerns 

regarding these or other legislative issues, please feel free to contact me at  
517-335-5310. 

http://edworkforce.house.gov/Calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=270118
http://edworkforce.house.gov/Calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=268095
http://edworkforce.house.gov/Calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=268095
http://edworkforce.house.gov/Calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=268095
http://help.senate.gov/hearings/hearing/?id=5e9041da-5056-9502-5d90-8361a1908701
http://help.senate.gov/hearings/hearing/?id=5e9041da-5056-9502-5d90-8361a1908701

